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The relationship between transport infrastructure and economic development has become more
complex than ever. There are successful regions in the European core confirming the theoretical
expectation that location matters.However, there are also centrally located regions suffering from
industria! decline and high unemployment. On the other side of the spectrum the poorest regions, as
theory would predict, are at the periphery, but there are also prosperous peripheral regions such as the
Scandinavian countries. To make things even more difficult, some of the economically fastest growing
regions are among the most peripheral ones. ' ‘
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